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KBC BRIEFING 15 June 1954

UNITED STATES-SOUTH KORFAN RELATIONS ENTERING CRITICAL PERIMD

I. Imtroduction

A,

The United States is now entering into a eritical perled in its rela-

tions with President Fhee,

.l.

2

e

Rhee will likely exploit failure of Geneve to unify Xores to Jueti=~
£y "correctness® of his view thet negotistions with Communists are
futile.

He has often threatened to renew hostilities followlng failure at
Geneva,

There are several pending military end economlc iasues likely to

bring US-South Korean relations to & new low over next few weeks.

II. The Geneva Conference

A. Rhee 1s likely to recall his delsgation from Geneva unless US/UN com-

B.

pletely and unconditionally terminstes talks at early date.

1.

2o

Rhee depires & clesn bresk "“with no lsft-

overs or cold salad gethering mould in the UN icebox,."

Anything Rhee interprets as temporizing or appeasement increases
possitility of s unilateral RK walk-out, thus erssiing mejor
problen in US-RUK reletions,

ROK spokesmen have stated repeatedly there will be no more talks on

Korea followlng Geneva,

1.

Rhee strongly opposes proposals to refer Korean issue back 1o UR

or to continve discussions among a smaller group of nations.

NSA, State Dept. reviews completed
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€, & ROK withdrawel would most likely be timed to coincide with the Chinhae
* anti-Commmist conference, sponsored by the ROK, scheduled for 15-17

June,

1, Rhee might see propagsnds advantage in recalling delegation at that
times to get conference aims Roff with a bang,"

2. 17 June alsc rirst emniversary of Rhee's prisoner release.

3. He would not be averse Ho this move even if Allles have sgreed to
terminate Korean phase and notwlthstanding his earlier promises to
allow politieal discussions to run a full 90 days.

25X1
III. The Chinhas Conference
4, Billed 2m a "peﬁple*s conference of Aglen nations,® this parley of un-
officlal representatives is belng sponscred by the *Anti-Communist
Pacple's Front," & paper organization covering Rhee's personal sponsor-
ship,
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2,

3

be

5.

6.

Ts

It is essentially a ROK propagends forum sesking to attribute troad
Asien support to ROK foreign policy objectives.

In effect, Rhee is attacking and seeking to reverse US strategy

in Western Pacific, concentrated on s strong, friendly Japan
economlcally integrated with SEa cauniries,_

Rhee mey offer an anti-Communist front of small ﬁsign nations ae
sn alternative to Japean es basis of US position in Western Pacific,
The anticipated eriticlsms of America's Asian policy aﬁ Chinhae
suggest a Rhes propagendes appeal to U Congressional and public
opinion to strengthen the ROK in dealing with US Executive depsrt-
monts, |

It ié believed Rhee will attempt to convince US populer Aelan supe
port exists for a collective anti-Communist program,
Inherent in this is ROK determination to achieve leadership in any
US-supported SEA collective sscurity program.

BRhee may feel that baails of US auypart far‘RQK derives principally
from U3-Chinese Communist conflict,

He may consider, therefore, that membership in a US-led organization
%o block Communist pressure in SFA 1s an ultimete, if indirect, mesns

of ensuring US eupport in unifying Korez, sssuming that in event
of war with Chine, US would be forced to reinforece Korsan front,

IV, The Post-Ueneva Periadv

A. The possibility of & northwerd attack,

e

Rhee will be extremely difficult to deal with onee the Geneva con-
ferees concede their fallure to wunify Kores,
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3.

be

Se

7.
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His recent publie atét&ments, however, neither sdd to nor detract
from previously held views about his future courses of action,

He 1s oonvinced that time is running out and that "if fight we must,
let us get started as soon as possible,"

While & recent top-level army reorgenization rrobably pre?ides him
with greater commend flexiblllty in csse of wnilateral action, his
top army comwenders, except for UCS Chailrman General ¥i, have flatly

25X1
told him he camnot hope to unify Korea by unilateral military attack.

1%t is assumed that previoue restrictions on smmo, 8 36 deys! supply
remaln in effect, |

Only new Indiestions of possible unilaterszl action are that Rhes
hag restricted his top officers to Seoul on a l-hour aveilability

besis
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8.

I

10,

ApprévaerrRys Rulda Sutosr0 26t »ChA-RDEBORAMA IR100200322009 ks be

Rhee's prime tectic at the moment seems to be the use of thrests
whlch, in en 11 June press interview, he called "especially promis-
ing" alternstive,

He seems to-be thinking primarily in terus of delivering sn "ultd-
matum® to the Communiate to "get out of Korea or we will fight you, "
on grounds that the Soviet Union does mot want wer now and Pwhat
the Soviet says is law for her mintons,

Rhee will apﬁarantly net be moved from bluff to action unless he
can contrive to embroll the US in renewed hostility or unless the

US moves to improve relations with Pelping, Period between end

25X1
eritical,
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B, Other sction relating to the armistice

1.

2.

3.

dus
5o

Bhee's grima bope econtinues %o be that he ean embroil the US in
some kind of militery action by indirect meeans, (See III 7-8 above).

He may seek to provoke the Chinese Communists hys

&, selzing Chinese fishermen off the Korean coast;

b. continuing to urge the use of ROK troops in Indochina;

¢, provoking incidents slong the iruce line;

d. budlding or seeking entry into sn Asian defense community which
he hopes will becoms the recipient of US wmilitary aid,

He may snnounce that South Kores is no longer bound by the armistice

terms.

He way withdraw his troops from the UN Commsnd.

He hag stated he will eject the Communist menmbers of the NNSC from

Houth Korea.

CG. South Koresn stitempts to secure greater US economle-military commitments.

1.

2,

Rhee will continue to seek increamsed US commltments using the tactic

of keeping as many issues "bolling” as possible to strengthen his

bargeining power,

Buch issues will include:

4. @ 35-division RUK ermy with navel and sir supporting units ip~
eluding Jets;

Y. the amendment of the US-RCK mutval defense pact and the con~
clusion of & status of forces agreement;

¢. a greater ROK voice in the disbursement of U3 aid funds;

d. retention of the unrealistic 180-1 "permenent" exchange rate;
{this issus is en inflsmnatory ons with Rhee)
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#, the recall of Eoonomlc Coordinastor Tyler Weod; and
f. the stoppage of American aid purchases for Xoresn recovery in

Jepen, (Rhee is [:::::::] pressuring Korean firmg from tuying

in Japan, even where FCUA contracts are involved).

25X1

3. He will put forth sll his old demends, ignoring the fact that
he has theorstically bargsined away these demands for concesslions
elready granted by the United States,

4e He will reverse the ordinary negotiating procedure of putiing
forth the maxismum position first, by his usuel technicue of adding
new demands once he haa exploitsed his originsl positlon to the
maximun,

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/08/26 : CIA-RDP80R(1443R000200320009-7




Approved For Release 2003/08/26 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000200320009-7

25X1

Approved For Release 2003/08/26 : CIA-RDP80R01443R000200320009-7



